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No, not some deep dark secret about how he’s actually an alien from
another planet trying to take over the world by hypnotizing us with
repetitive songs, or his nefarious plan to be included in all 1000 channels
of Sirius radio ranging from Hits 1 to the Bruce Springsteen channel. No,
I’m talking about Pitbull’s secret song recipe. OK, let me back up for a
second, as I realize that maybe some of you don’t know who Pitbull is.
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Pitbull is the stage name of one Armando Perez, a rapper, songwriter
and record producer from Miami (thank you Wikipedia). Of course,
Pitbull was pretty cutting edge back in the early 2000’s, but now you can
catch him such high end productions as Bud
Light (http://youtu.be/g7NHNATxD_I) and Dr.
Pepper (http://youtu.be/c4RurMSkCXs) commercials. What’s next,
Kindergarten Cop 2 featuring Pitbull? Dora the Explorer and
Diego explore Pitbull’s mansion in Miami? And when was the last time
you saw a party that crazy where everyone was drinking Dr. Pepper?
What I want to know is what everyone was drinking immediately
beforethe Dr. Pepper party. But I digress.
So I took it upon myself to figure out how Pitbull does it by analyzing his
last several hits (which can be tough as they all sound somewhat similar).
Turns out, all he does is mention Mr. 305 and/or Mr. Worldwide a few
times, Miami and/or Dade County a few times,
makes several references to some kind of party, makes
several references to how much women like him and when he runs out of
words to rhyme, launch into a little bit of Spanish. I don’t know Spanish,
but I’m fairly certain he says something along the lines of “I can’t believe I
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can sing about the same things over and over again and you keep paying
me money to hear it! Oh, and by the way, can you pass me a Dr.
Pepper?”
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At any rate, why the rant about Pitbull (other than the fact that I actually
am partial to Pitbull’s songs)? Well, I’m sure Pitbull is a very smart
person. He knows exactly what people want to hear and he knows how
to get it to them. And I’m sure he (or someone working for him) does a
little research to figure out what people like and what people don’t like, so
that when he does decide to put together a new song, he has maximized
his odds of a good return. Or maybe I’m giving Pitbull too much credit.
Either way, as the General Manager of your Fantasy Baseball team, this
is exactly what you should do when looking at possible trades and free
agent pickups in a headtohead league. This is not a “be all end
all” process, but let me tell you how you can be like Pitbull in your
league.
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Fantasy baseball is about stats and trends. A lot like stocks, being good
GM for your team turns on being able to spot a trend early and act on it
can return significant dividends. Hey, it kind of worked for Billy Beane of
“Moneyball” fame, so it’s got to work for you too, right? Since I play in a
12team headtohead league with standard 5 x 5 categories on Yahoo,
I’ll be referring to their system, but the general process below can be
used in any system.
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Identify Your Needs – The “60% Rule” and “The Need Line”

.

.

First, you have to identify your needs. The best way to do this is to look
at “HeadtoHead Stats”. And I prefer to look at totals, not wins and
losses, as wins and losses are impacted by your competition, while totals
are not. Once you have that, sort by each category and see where you
stand. In other words, pretend you’re in a season long roto league and
find out where you stand in each category. I then like to use what I call
the “60% Rule”. As an example, let me show you how it works with my
numbers.
In my league, the person with the most Runs so far this seasonhas 189.
The person with the least Runs has 143. The difference is 189143 =
46. So everyone in the league is within 46 runs of each other. 60% of 46
is 27.6. I add that to the least Runs, 143, and that totals 170.6. This is
something I call “The Need Line”. So I want to have at least 171 Runs at
this point of the season. I have 173 Runs (and coincidentally am in
6th place out of 12 for Runs), so I’m OK, but just barely. For you math
types, here’s the formula for the 60% Rule:
(Highest Total Stat – Lowest Total Stat) * 0.60 + Lowest TotalStat = The
Need Line
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What this tells me is that if I’m above The Need Line, I’m likely to have at
least have a 50/50 chance of beating an average opponent in my league
in the Runs category. If you’re way above The Need Line, you’re OK
focusing on other things. If you’re near or below The Need Line, then
perhaps it’s time to scour the free agency list or explore a possible trade.
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So let’s take my example. I’m really close to The Need Line, so let’s say
I want to start looking for Runs. What do I do?
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Looking for Trades to Fill Needs
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This one is easy. After sorting the League HeadtoHead Stats for Runs,
I’ll look at who’s at the top three of four and find out what deficiencies
those teams have (go ahead and calculate Need Lines for these teams to
see where they fall short).
Now I have a target and what I can offer. I usually don’t try and target a
team’s most productive player in a particular category, as people don’t
like to get rid of their anchors. The second most productive player in the
category I want, though, is an excellent target. Send out those trade
requests, but be sure to explain how this helps your potential trade
partner. A trade request without an explanation is usually a surefire way
to fail. And remember, the worst that can happen is they say no. Which
was also my dating strategy in college, so seeing how “successful” that
was,maybe you take this with a grain of salt. And, by the way, would
adding a grain of salt to anything really even be noticeable? Why not a
teaspoon or at least a dash? But I digress.
Looking for Free Agents to Fill Needs
So no trade partners? No problem! Just pull up that free agentplayer list!
Using my example, the first thing I do is look for trends in two things,
playing time and Runs scored. I want to know that the free agent I’m
picking up is either getting increase playing time or is getting consistent
everyday (or essentially everyday) playing time. I also want to make sure
I get someone who is heating up at scoring runs rather than cooling
down.
I like to look at “Last 7 Days (total)”, “Last 14 Days (total)” and “Last 30
Days (total)”, sorting first for Hits for AtBats (H/AB) and then sorting by
Runs. I take the top 5 in each sort at each time period and see if there’s
any overlap. I then create a list of those players that landed on at least
one list of each H/AB and Runs. Using my example, Gerardo Parra pops
up as second on the H/AB list for “Last 30 Days (total)” and fourth on the
Runs list for the same time period. So he goes on the list.
Then I check the production of each of those players for the last four
weeks. If it’s going up week to week, and he’s getting regular playing
time, then he gets by to the next list. If not, he’s off the list. So looking at
my example with Gerardo Parra, he’s actually played the last 28 games
for the Diamondbacks, and over that time, he’s had at least one hit in 24
games and at least one Run in 16 games. Check and check. Time for a
pickup, as long as substituting an OF on my team works.
Remember, this isn’t a perfect science, so you’ll have to account for
injuries, DL stints, call ups from the minors, temporary demotions to the
minors for space reasons, and other variables, but this generally will get
you a few targets to look at.
The last step is to make sure these players won’t kill you on any stat (e.g.
a batting average below .200) or won’t adversely impact you in another
category by losing who you intend to drop for the pickup (e.g. if you’re
going to drop a player that averages a steal per game for a player that
increase your potential for runs, but never steals, you might want to make
sure you’re high enough above The Need Line for steals in your league to
lose those stats).
Now, go get’em!
I won’t guarantee that this will work all the time, and of course, you can
sometimes have outliers like a team in your league that never sets its line
up, so its numbers are skewed. So you might have to make slight
adjustments to the 60% Rule and The Need Line. But either way, using
this approach should help you stay on top of and address most of your

team needs throughout the season. Fantasy Baseball is a long season,
and it’s important to keep tweaking your team as the season goes on. So
be Pitbull when you start analyzing free agents and trades for your team
and repeat after me: “Mr. Worldwide! Miami! Let’s Party! Girls like me!
Adios!” Another Top 40 hit for Pitbull. Done and done.

Feel free to post below or tweet Ha Kung at @Rhihan if you have
any questions regarding Fantasy Baseball. He’ll try to respond or
address them in future articles.
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