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LIAM NEESON IS JUST LIKE BACON: THE PACKERS IN FREE AGENCY - PART I

Liam Neeson is indestructible.
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Some time after being QuiGon Jinn in Star Wars: The Phantom
Menace, someone figured out that Liam Neeson is better in movies with
less dialog and a lot more guns. In fact, this became such a revelation
that Liam Neeson's last 5 movies have almost identical plots. Let's take a
closer look:
Taken  Someone takes Liam Neeson's daughter, Liam Neeson
proceeds to kick everyone's ass until he get's his daughter back.
Unknown  Liam Neeson loses his memory, Liam Neeson proceeds to
kick everyone's ass until he gets his memory back.
The Grey  A bunch of people crash in the wilderness with Liam Neeson,
Liam Neeson proceeds to kick everyone's ass (including all the wolves in
Alaska) until they get back.
Taken 2  Someone takes Liam Neeson and his wife, Liam Neeson
proceeds to kick everyone's ass until they get back.
NonStop  Someone takes a bunch of passengers on an airplane
hostage with Liam Neeson, Liam Neeson proceeds to kick everyone's
ass until they get back.

Miami Dolphins set
to begin phase one...
NFL Rumors & News >

How good is Seattle right
now? Are they the best
team in the NFL? Week 17
Power Rankings
Isn't That
Kangeroo
Cute?: Early
Week 1
Fantasy
Football
Pickups
Offseason

Troubleshooting: St. Louis
Rams
Garbage In,
Garbage
Out:
Cleveland
Browns
Update 3
Giant robots
rock:
Overvalued
players in
2013 fantasy
football drafts
The Ravens stole one
against New England last
week. Here's a look at
week 4 matchups.

FOOTBALL EXTRA POINTS MONDAYS @ 9:00PM EASTERN

I'm surprisingly good at this for being 61 years old.

F5
Tornadoes
Are For
Wimps: Is
Tom Brady

Yeah, I think I see a pattern here. But the simple truth is adding Liam
Neeson to anything makes it awesome. Sort of like bacon. So Liam
Neeson is like the bacon of movies. Imagine how awesome the Smurfs
would have been with Liam Neeson. OK, you're right. That movie is so
terrible, even Liam Neeson couldn't save it. But I digress.
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Unfortunately, unlike Liam Neeson and movies, it's not as clear cut what
will improve a football team. And it's even more applicable to a team like
the Green Bay Packers. As a testament to their ability, even without
Aaron Rodgers for a significant part of the season, they still managed to
string enough wins together to win the NFC North (unfortunately, at the
expense of my Bears), but just fell short of advancing past Wild Card
weekend. So what have they done so far in free agency to ensure
continued success in 2014? Well, let's take a look at who they Kept,
Ditched and Picked Up, starting with significant players Kept by the
Packers.
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In 2013, the Packers were 25th in defensive yards allowed (5956 yards)
and 24th in defensive points allowed (26.8 points per game). So we're
not talking about an elite defense here. Some change up is good, but
keeping some solid veteran options can be useful if you swing and miss in
the draft or in other free agent pick ups. The Packers haven't had any
luck getting someone to effectively pair with Clay Mathews, but the
almost 27 year old Mike Neal wasn't half bad. Not only can he pair with
Mathews at linebacker, Neal can play defensive end and rush the passer
from the interior in the Packers' 34 defense. Although he has limited
acceleration, he actually led the team with 37 quarterback hurries last
season. The Packers could do worse, and now they can take chances
with a solid option resigned.
Sam Shields  CB
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Although the Packers weren't exceptional defending the pass either in
2013 (24th with 247.3 passing yards allowed per game), that didn't mean
that they didn't have some standout players in the secondary. Sam
Shields was one of them, being a solid cover guy that actually ended up
in the top 20 in interceptions last year (4). His tackling is not outstanding,
but he's consistent. Not only did he have 4 interceptions last year, he's
had at least three the previous two years as well. He's a quality corner,
so keeping him allows upgrades elsewhere.
Andrew Quarless  TE
I'm not completely sold on Andrew Quarless. Although Quarless had a
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couple solid games (two of which were for 66 yards and a TD), he didn't
do much else after Jermichael Finley went out. He'll be a reliable backup,
but the Packers will still have work to do at TE.
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B.J. Raji  DT
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B.J. Raji had a down year for a big name player. But we know he's
capable of better and he already knows the system. He doesn't move
that fast, but he's big and he can bring stability to the line if the Packers
decide to change it up elsewhere.
So now that we've looked at significant players Kept by the Packers,
check back next time when we look at the significant players Ditched by
the Packers. And be sure to actually check back. You wouldn't want me
to send Liam Neeson after you, would you?
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UPDATE 
The Packers resigned FB John Kuhn. Kuhn is a fan favorite and
really does a little of everything, ranging from blocking to gaining
short yardage to vulturing TDs on the goal line. He's an allpurpose
FB that does well in Green Bay and the Packers surely benefit from
him staying.
Reply

Enter your comment...

Comment as:

Publish

Newer Post

Google Account

Preview

Home

Subscribe to: Post Comments (Atom)

Older Post

Template images by hdoddema. Powered by Blogger.

